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WOTE: This Report is complled from pllot's notes after only & va 1-;_:- Fow . |
hours exporience on the type. The aercplans was paasing through'tnis Sate 0] iahoe:
on its wey to n Sexvioe Unit, and an nttnmp.. has been mads to cover & mROR ground
as posaible from the few :’lighta cn'u:platzﬂ It is posaible, therefor -:.. that in
tha 1ight of further experience, certain impreasions may be hl tored and diffarent

opinions may later be expressed.

HANDLING TRIALS,

1, Cockpit:
1.1 Confort and ease of entry: Entry to the pilot's cockpli ds difficult

on the ground especially when the engine is rmning (it has to be kept running at
1000 - 1200 B.E.M. to . minimise wibration). One handhold is provided to pull

oneself cn to the main plane, but no further grip is available until the cookpit

door offern a hald, A handhold midway between the door and the grip slready
provided would make the entry much easier. Entry into the cockpit itaself is
not sasy as the roof is low and does not open, There ia no method of keeping
the door open while entering the cookpit, for which the use of both hands is very
desireble. Any device which ocould be inocorporated, would be an improvement.
The cockpit is small end only sultable for medium and msll sised pilots,
there being no head olearance for o tall pibt; it is understood that this is
alroady appreciated and that the seat is being lowered.

Spitfire. The pilots have not had Hfﬂ#lnfw
comment on the hut:lnc of the bn&pi‘h '
ventilation, With both shut, no fuse
of coe hour, '3 ¥
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wpoilt by tha motal top of the bullet-proal :.-i'.-u'.-'_---:.-;.-.m.n nnd the mey
{ bt d e preat? By drproved i 16 yere poasible to o

‘Whem-Flylag in rein the fexword view la

where it is
frame of tha onbin topi
pesition of the pilcts

the film of water formed;

lower the
thore is ne olear view panel

eompletaly cbliternted by

fittod.

1,5 Coptrola: The alevator and ruddsr contrsle operate yithout vndpe Frictis
¥ _——-——""-'-.
wut there is excessive frigtion in the aileren aontrol which Inoxreapss gith the

angle of movemant. Pyll movement of all controls can be obtained when the

pilot is dressed in complete flying elothing.

nridl in satinfoctory. Tha inddcator i3 not

The olevator trioming wheel is

en the left hand side of the pllot,

epaily seen owing to its position which 1s olose in to the geat. The Dwider

biss gear iz a laxgs kneb attuated to the renr of the elevator trdmuing wheol.
Owing to the lack of space it is difficult to operats, but otherwise it ia

aatiafactory. The ailercn bias gear is situnted forward of the elevator trimming

whesl and lew down on the loft hand side of the eoci pit, It connot bo yeachsd

by the pilot when he is sirapped in tightly. e plackening the harness thé
pilot hma to lean down to reach it. weld tio batter re-positicmed higher.

The throttle, mixture snd airscrew conbrols are un ong guadsyot {1 the ecnvori-ons

mammer and are satisfactory,  There s np adjustebls friction gvip on the
throttle which slips bask a 1ittle. 'The petrol cock is badiy Pﬂﬂiﬂﬂiﬂ!}‘- |
adly A 0TI 5 DRSS

and to the right of the sileron bias, snd ia extzemsly mﬂt'h: .':.-_--

when the pilot's atraps axe releannd, o The radiator 5hm-,m ontro

_1,.:

by a erank handle on the right side ﬂ;tljﬂ .ﬂ_ﬂtﬂﬂ-ﬂ.{ig 5
We flapa nre operated slectricslly ty A

altunted in the fmnt-_. iaft -qw_g&
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the pilot seleoto ocilner Talsotric" or "monmal®. thers 1e thd uwosl plotordal

type of indfantor, and, in additlon,|= vimusl Indiostor to show when thoe wheals

are loaked dosm. There is no indlcatlon thet thay are locked up.

1,k EBrakes: These sre oporeted by pednls above the rudder bar, and are eany

to operato. A looking device 1o provided for parking. The offeqtivansan

af tha brakes cannot be comwsnted upon, as on thic asroplene trouble wne exXperlond

with them,
1,5 Imnstrumenta: No ptandard blind flying panel is fitted, ALl dnatrument

"h

are clearly wvismible end the layout is satislarotory.

agroplens in the eir oin only be mads thaoe

1.6 Fme Emsrgoncy oxdtu: Brlt from 'the

th door in the side of the cockpii. 1t 4is consldared that 1T wenld 1'...'{‘{"[.:-'-12'1.'1' b e
gotiafactory, although there lo somo jangegrr of hlbting the tall plane, =
2, Hendling and Flying Qualities:
The aercoplane han been flown et An all-up welght of [ 85U 1he And GG

e

20.6 inchea aft of the dofum polnt. 4
2.1 Ground ‘handling: Taxving 18 very oany ond even oyer rough ground s

comparatively mmooth and ecmfortsble. rhe shocl sbsorbing qualitios of the -

sstisfpctory, Fowsver, the hondling of the aeroplans cn the

undercarringa are

ground is entirely dependent on the efficlency of the brakes. In tha event of
them failing, 3t would ba extremely Aifficult to centrol the asroplands

2,2 Tokoeoff and initicl oliub: The telis-cff in streightforwerd, with a slight

(R o=

tendoncy to swing to the left &s the ergine ia cpened up. Howewyar, this can e
ba shecked Yy use of the sudder. The take-off speed is about 100 mepehe AGSITO
widlet the dndtierl climb was made st pbeut LI map.l, ACBLIS The “und o .
gnn be raiscd as scon ns the soropluie ledves the ground, the tima

undercarriage to retrect completely huinz:__avar_mx;{iﬁ; neconds,

change of trim ms the undevcarriage ia niﬂﬁp *_r,,
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2.4 Seability:

reports the aaroplans appenis to ba ntakldo

2.5

stalling speeds: :

gtability toata b

e ol

Thara in no warning of the stoll; at

alight wallowing and then the pose drops

!

[

k- Ll

LAY I

— -

105 m

A e

baan derried out, Dyt Tiom 14
| 11::-1;1‘

gughout the gpacd Xunge.
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With flaps and undercax

DOVN the left wing drops gontly at the stall, followed by the noso,

]

2ald

report that aercbntios omn b

2.7 Approsch and landing:

Amrobntion

Very brief tosts only have been oarried out, but the pilots

& o

with englne.

should be carried out by holding
the tounoh down speed snd landing

onn be landed easily by Mying it

The appronch and
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In thia way

Herrover, tho aeroplone

to the ground for a thres-point landing,

The landing






